
Our program shows how to easily and inexpensively spark interest in reading and increase visitor traffic to the 

library and downtown businesses.  It’s easy to earn “Reading bucks” by solving the Summer Reading riddle.

We were looking for ways to involve downtown businesses and demonstrate the amount of foot traffic library 

activities can generate.  The concept is simple, easy to replicate and stemmed from a Summer Reading:  Leftover 

Sand dollars, in the shape of a dollar bills, now known as reading bucks. This activity is so popular that it has 

become part of our Summer Reading Activities every year! become part of our Summer Reading Activities every year! 
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Downtown partners (for this clue, Suzy B’s) were selected and agreed to play for one week during the six weeks 

Summer Reading Program.  Bobbie the Butter fly was the library mascot for the 2008-09 summer.  Each week 

Bobbie moves from business to business.  Each week a new riddle is posted in the library, can be placed on the 

library website or announced on the local news. The riddle is solved by identifying the business that Bobbie the 

Butterfly is visiting. When the children, moms and dads visit the business they are awarded a reading buck
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Finding Bobby the Butterfly!
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KM Historical Museum Director awards a “reading buck.” The Kings Mountain Historical Museum has welcomed 

the opportunity to be one of the hosts for the Summer Reading Program’s mascot in association with the Mauney 

Memorial Library.  The Museum has hosted the mascot for the last three years and has worked in conjunction with 

the Library for our summer exhibits.  Museum visitation increased by 150 visitors during the summer period.   

Visitors benefit greatly from their educational experience received at the Library and the Museum. 
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This reading buck can be spent in the store.  The Summer Reading Store is the place where children can spend their 

“reading bucks” for great stuff and prizes.  The Summer Reading Store is manned by local teen volunteers.  This 

activity helps teens to work in a simple retail setting, providing good customer service, taking inventory, and 

managing money. In addition, the teens have to interview for their positions, commit to a schedule, and work a 

variety of shifts and tasks.
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Happy Shopper and Reader!!!!
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